
decalcomania, n. The art of transferring pictures and ornamental designs from specially prepared paper to glass,
china, wood, etc., and fixing them permanently.

TIPS FOR APPLYING DECALS PROFESSIONALLY - READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE STARTING

FRONT OF DECAL                                                          BACK OF DECAL
Hands and Surface Preparation

Hands should be clean and free of oil and perspiration.  The surface on which the decal is to be applied must be clean
and free from grease, oil, polish and dirt.  Clean surface thoroughly with Naphtha or Benzine.  Mark the proper loca-
tion for the decal with masking tape.  Be sure the Duplex Paper has straight edges and the top, bottom and sides of
the decal are marked.  Marking the center of the decal (height and width) can be sufficient for proper placement.

FRONT OF DECAL 

1.  Separate tissue paper and heavy paper at a corner.  Fold down heavy paper at corner about 1/2".  Heavy paper will  
be peeled away at the appropriate time.

2.  Using a fine brush, or a felt sliver from an old piano hammer, trace varnish on all letters and art (any decal surface
that is to be applied).  A very thin even coat is best.  The varnish is used as an adhesive and is applied to the side  
of the decal (back of decal) that goes against the piano.  Allow the varnish to set until it becomes very tacky.  This
usually takes 6 to 20 minutes depending upon conditions, i.e. room temperature, humidity, air circulation, etc.

3.  Place the decal in the previously marked proper location and smooth firmly with your finger while holding in place.  
Use plenty of pressure.   Rub down well with a rubber roller or smooth block; smooth from center to outer edges 
of decal, rather than edges inward.  This assures best results.  When you are sure the decal is in perfect contact
with the surface to which it is being applied, proceed to next step.

4.  Take hold of the corner of the Duplex backing paper and carefully peel off the heavy paper, leaving the remaining 
tissue and decal adhering to the surface.  Again, roll the tissue paper down flat and smooth with a rubber roller,
using plenty of pressure.  Allow to set as long as possible, overnight if convenient, before going on to the next
step.

5.  When you are sure the varnish is thoroughly set, take a soft rag or sponge wet with warm water and saturate the
tissue paper until it crinkles.  The warm water dissolves the gelatin between the tissue and the lettering. Peel the 
tissue paper off the decal carefully without disturbing the letters or art.  Now wash the decal gently with a wet
sponge, soft cloth or chamois saturated with water to remove the remaining gelatin. Blot dry and allow the decal
to set.

If enough varnish shows around the design to require removal, use benzine or naphtha on a soft cloth or chamois, 
wiping carefully around the design.  Be careful not to soak the decal too much as this could raise the decal around 
the edges.

After the decal has been applied as above and allowed to dry, you may add to the decals brilliancy and durability
by applying one or more protective coats of final finish.  Carefully spray light mist coats of clear finish over the 
decal.  After the mist coats have dried thoroughly you may apply the finish coat in the usual manner.

Things You May Find Helpful To Remember:
•• PPIIAANNOO DDEECCAALLSS AARREE NNOOTT WWAATTEERR TTRRAANNSSFFEERRSS..
•• AANNYYOONNEE,, EEVVEENN TTHHEE MMOOSSTT EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEEDD RREEFFIINNIISSHHEERR MMAAYY SSPPOOIILL AA DDEECCAALL NNOOWW AANNDD TTHHEENN..
•• OOLLDD DDEECCAALLSS MMAAYY BBEE RREEMMOOVVEEDD WWIITTHH FFIINNEE SSTTEEEELL WWOOOOLL AANNDD AA SSMMAALLLL QQUUAANNTTIITTYY OOFF BBEENNZZIINNEE..  SSCCOOTTCCHH TTAAPPEE MMAAYY BBEE EEFFFFEECCTTIIVVEE UUNNLLEESSSS

TTHHEE DDEECCAALL IISS FFIINNIISSHHEEDD OOVVEERR..
•• TTEESSTT TTAACCKKIINNEESSSS AAFFTTEERR TTWWOO MMIINNUUTTEESS DDRRYYIINNGG BBYY TTOOUUCCHHIINNGG VVAARRNNIISSHHEEDD PPOORRTTIIOONN LLIIGGHHTTLLYY TTOO TTHHEE EENNDD OOFF NNOOSSEE.. IIFF IITT TTEENNDDSS TTOO SSTTIICCKK TTOO

NNOOSSEE,, YYOOUU SSHHOOUULLDD WWAAIITT AA WWHHIILLEE LLOONNGGEERR BBEEFFOORREE AAPPPPLLYYIINNGG TTOO FFAALLLLBBOOAARRDD..
•• WWHHIILLEE NNOOTT AABBSSOOLLUUTTEELLYY NNEECCEESSSSAARRYY,, AA CCAAMMEELL''SS HHAAIIRR AARRTTIISSTTSS BBRRUUSSHH TTOO TTRRAACCEE TTAACCKKYY VVAARRNNIISSHH OONN GGOOLLDD WWOORRKK OOFF DDEECCAALL WWIILLLL GGIIVVEE AA

PPRROOFFEESSSSIIOONNAALL TTOOUUCCHH AANNDD BBEETTTTEERR RREESSUULLTTSS.. ((AASS OOPPPPOOSSEEDD TTOO SSMMEEAARRIINNGG EENNTTIIRREE SSUURRFFAACCEE AANNDD TTHHEENN HHAAVVIINNGG TTOO RREEMMOOVVEE EEXXCCEESSSS AATT
RRIISSKK OOFF SSPPOOIILLIINNGG DDEECCAALL..))

•• RREEMMEEMMBBEERR,, TTOOOO,, TTHHAATT AA SSMMAALLLL JJAARR OORR CCAANN OOFF VVAARRNNIISSHH SSHHOOUULLDD BBEE DDEELLIIBBEERRAATTEELLYY LLEEFFTT OOPPEENN FFOORR UUSSEE IINN AAPPPPLLYYIINNGG DDEECCAALLSS..  BBYY PPUUNNCC--
TTUURRIINNGG TTHHEE DDRRIIEEDD SSCCUUMM EEAACCHH TTIIMMEE,, YYOOUU WWIILLLL GGRRAADDUUAALLLLYY CCRREEAATTEE TTHHEE TTAACCKKIINNEESSSS MMUUCCHH SSOOUUGGHHTT AAFFTTEERR BBYY EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEEDD RREEFFIINNIISSHHEERRSS..

Be Sure Duplex Paper Has Straight
Edges On All Four Sides

Top, Bottom and Sides Marked 

Tissue Paper

Heavy Paper
Folded Down About 1/2"

Only Center Of
Height and Width Marked

VARNISH  •  LACQUER  •  SHELLAC  •  SOLVENT  •  TRANSFER CEMENT  •  ETC..
Piano decals have been applied in this manner for over one hundred years, long before many of todays
modern finishing products were developed.  We recommend using varnish as the adhesive, although
many other substances have been used successfully over the years.  If you are going to use something
other than varnish as the adhesive, we suggest testing the substance on a decal before you attempt to
apply the decal to a final surface.  A few of todays modern lacquers will dissolve some of the inks that
were used in decal manufacturing. 

      


